Endoscopic treatment of reflux: migration of Teflon to the lungs and brain.
We set out to determine experimentally whether particles of polytetrafluoroethylene migrate to the lungs and brain when relatively small volumes of Teflon paste are injected into the bladder in the manner used to correct reflux. Numerous particles of polytetrafluoroethylene were recovered from these organs within 2 weeks of injection. Those in the brain measured up to 15 microns in diameter, indicating that the pulmonary bed is an inefficient filter of particles gaining access to the venous circulation. Although clinically no adverse neurological effects have hitherto been reported, this study suggests that following the 'sting' procedure, some particles may lodge in the brain where they can block the cerebral microcirculation. We believe these findings represent a contraindication to the use of Teflon paste in children.